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Dear Parents & Carers 
The first half-term of the academic year has flown 
past and the autumnal weather and scenery has 
certainly arrived. A big welcome to our new families 
that have joined us this term. Our new reception 
children have made a brilliant start to their school 
journey and we are so pleased that you are with us! 
Thank you to the families that joined us either in 
church or school for the welcome services over the 
last few weeks.

The start of a new academic year brings excitement and opportunities for our 
pupils to learn new knowledge and take on new challenges. At Collaton, some 
of our subjects are taught on a daily basis (like maths, reading and writing), 
some of our subjects are taught on a weekly basis (like PE, RE, languages and 
music). Other subjects are taught in blocks throughout the year so the children 
can immerse themselves and gain a depth of understanding. This half-term, 
our pupils have been studying science and history as their focus subjects. It has 
been wonderful seeing the depth of knowledge around their subjects. 

Next half-term brings a very exciting opportunity for our pupils to work with 
Torbay Council around a big shift in recycling for our area and how we can make 
a difference. Watch this space!

I hope you all have a wonderful half-term break and look forward to seeing you 
back on Monday 31st October. 

Best wishes,



Year R: Healthy Food

Reception have been thinking about how 
we can be healthy, so we tasted lots of 
different fruits and vegetables. The children 
were really good at smelling and tasting the 
different foods on offer and some children 
even discovered new fruits they enjoyed!

We have also been finding out other ways we 
can be healthy and have been trying different 
kinds of exercise, learning about how to 
keep our teeth healthy and discussing the 
importance of sleep!



Year 1

RE We are learning about what it means to belong to a different faith community. We have looked at which faith 
we belong to. Then we have started looking at what Christians belong to and now what Muslims belong to. 

Science  We have been investigating different materials to help us determine which would build the best 
house. We tested which materials are waterproof, magnetic, flexible, hard/soft and transparent or opaque. 

Forest Fun We made homes for Hedgy the hedgehog who decided which house he liked best! We have also 
been making wands using leaves and sticks and sculpting faces of ourselves out of clay!



Year 2 thoroughly enjoyed their trip to 

Paignton Zoo. We studied the Classification 

of Animals by looking at the similarities 

and differences between them. We 

classified into fish, amphibians, reptiles, 

birds and mammals. In Art, we drew some 

of the giraffes that we had seen.

Year 2

ZOO TRIP



Year 3 have been learning about the 
Stone Age this autumn term. The 
children have been learning about how 
Stone Age people survive. They had a 
fantastic Forest Fun session learning 
how to make fire using flint and steel 
and creating their own mud huts. 

Year 3



The children in Year 4 have been making 
predictions and working scientifically to 
investigate forces and magnets in Science. 
They have looked into what a force is and how 
forces can affect objects. They have discovered 
what friction is and tested its effects on moving 
objects. As well as investigating which materials 
around our classroom are magnet, and which 
are not. The children have then pulled all of this 
information together to create a scientific report.

Year 4: Investigating Magnets



Year 5
Being Scientists
The children in Year 5 have been making predictions 

and working scientifically to investigate states of 

matter in Science. They tried to explain how cornflour 

gloop can behave like both a liquid and a solid. They 

discovered how to separate two solids using sieving 

and how to separate solid granules from a liquid in 

suspension by filtering. Additionally, the pupils created 

their own video to educate others all about solids, 

liquids, gases and reversible/irreversible changes.



Electricity
Year 6 worked hard to deepen their understanding 
of electricity. They learned about atoms and more 
specifically about protons, neutrons and electrons. 
They investigated voltage and designed, built and 
tested a number of circuits.  

Hockey
The children 
had an amazing 
time at Paignton 
Academy during 
their Hockey 
Festival. They 
showed great 
team work and 
dedication!

Was the evacuation of Dunkirk  
a triumph or a defeat?
The children have been fascinated by our 
latest enquiry question and have worked 
hard to study a wide range of sources 
linked to this important historical event. 
They have studied texts, photographs 
and a number of artefacts which my 
grandfather brought back from the 
evacuation of Dunkirk in 1940.

Year 6



A new school year brings opportunities for 
children to take on the roles of school council 
representatives for their class – important for 
raising pupil voice in our school. This year, for  
the first time, we have introduced the new  
roles of head boy and head girl for year 6  
pupils to apply for.

Our school council representatives went through 
a democratic process of being voted in by their 
peers. The head boy and head girl process 
consisted of interested year 6 pupils delivering 
a speech to members of the Senior Leadership 
Team, explaining why they think they have the 
skills for the role. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL

School Council Representatives

Head Girl Head Boy

GeorgeNeveah



Attending school is essential for children to learn, develop and socialise. Missing days off 
school can have a significant impact on the progress they make – especially with the lost 
learning that has occurred over the past few years due to the pandemic. The school will 
support families with their attendance on an individual basis – taking all factors into account

PUPIL ATTENDANCE

ABSENCE WITH ILLNESS
We understand that absences may be linked to illness. Parents should ensure that their child 
returns to school as soon as they are well enough to. If illnesses result in regular absences, 
then parents should consult with their GP to support with your child’s health – this may be 
suggested by the school if this is the case. 

If your child is too poorly to come into school, please ensure you call the school office to 
inform us of this. No contact may result in a home visit on the grounds of safeguarding.

Regular school attendance is an important part of giving your child 
the best possible start in life. If you have a difficulty getting your 
child to school, please contact the school.

•   There are 365 days a year – you only have to attend school for 190 
of those.  That leaves 175 days to do everything else.

•   If you are 5 minutes late every day… that adds up to  
3 days lost per year

•   If you are 15 minutes late every day… that adds up to almost  
10 days lost every year.

•   If you are absent from school for 1 day a week throughout your 
school life… you will be missing 2 years of your education.

•   If you are absent from school for 1 day every half a term 
throughout your whole school life, you will miss, in total,  
3 months of education

•   90% attendance throughout your school life =  
missing 1 whole year of education

AUTHORISED/UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
Every absence request will be looked at in a case-by-case basis. Holidays during school 
time will NOT be authorised. If you need to make a request, please complete the pink 
form from the office, or there is a form available on the website.





2021/22 

THANK YOU

Chess Sets
£153.95

Shelters
£519.80

Selection 

£186

Raffles
£285.81

Book Machine
Maintenance

£180

Easter 

£51.60

Boxes

Year 6 
Gifts
£50

Space Dome
£340

Chocolate

These were just some 
of the things your 
donations helped to 
fund for our school 

last year. 

from the PTFA





Email: admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk   Telephone: 01803 556433

Monday 24th – Friday 28th October (Inclusive)  

Half Term Break

Monday 31st October  

Year 2 School Trip

Monday 31st October   

Year 5 Swimming

Tuesday 1st November  

Year 1 School Trip

Wednesday 2nd November  

Year 4 School Trip

Thursday 3rd November  

Year 3 School Trip

Friday 4th November   

Year 6 School Trip

Friday 4th November   

Year 5 School Trip

Monday 7th November  

Year 5 Swimming

Tuesday 8th November  

Prospectus Parent Open Event

Wednesday 9th November   

PTFA Meeting

Friday 11th November   

Remembrance Day

Sunday 13th November  

Remembrance Church Service

Monday 14th November  

Odd Socks Day

Monday 14th November   

Year 5 Swimming

Thursday 17th November  

Year 5 Sports Festival (Athletics)

Monday 21st November  

Year 5 Swimming

Thursday 24th November   

Year 4 Sports Festival (Athletics)

Monday 28th November   

Year 5 Swimming

Thursday 1st November   

Year 2 Sports Festival (Athletics)

Friday 2nd December  

Christmas Fayre

Monday 5th December   

Year 5 Swimming

Friday 9th December  

Christmas Jumper day

Sunday 11th December  

Church Carol Service

Tuesday 13th December  

KS1 Nativity Performance to Families

Wednesday 14th December   

KS1 Nativity Performance to Families

Thursday 15th December  

Christmas Service (Whole school and Families)

Monday 19th December – 2nd January (Inclusive)  

End of Term break

Collaton St Mary Primary School

Diary Dates

Notices
• Polite reminder to parents to call the office to report pupil absences on 01803 556433

• Polite reminder to parents to pre order lunches via ParentPay

• Pre-loved uniform for sale outside the office - £1 per item

mailto:admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk

